THE CLOSE OF THE MIDDLE AGES
estates from the nobles, but they also owned mansions in their
native towns which were sometimes as luxurious as those of the
great lords - for instance, that of Jacques Gceur at Bourges.
Contemporaries were impressed by the extraordinary luxury of
the princes and great lords, their sumptuous costumes of silk or
fine cloth, their vessels of gold and silver, their masquerades, balls
and banquets, with tables loaded with enormous masses of meats,
interspersed with elaborate show-pieces called entremets, and their
pageants of richly dressed people. A French prince, the Duke of
Burgundy, distinguished himself in the fifteenth century by the
brilliance of the ffctes given at his court in Belgium, where he
eclipsed the king of France by his luxury.
As early as the fourteenth century new fashions appeared at
court that were denounced by the preachers: pointed shoes with
toes turned up d la poulaine (that is, in the Polish fashion), which
no longer followed the shape of the foot, ladies' dresses cut so low
hi front as to show the bust, and dances in which the couple took
each other by the hand and danced apart from the mass of dancers
- for the bd and carolle of earlier centuries had been group-dances
in which the sexes were usually separated. These fashions, which
caused so much scandal, were to continue and become the general
fashion in society.
5EDUGATION,    LITERATURE,    AND    THE   ARTS
The clergy - mendicant friars, auxiliary priests, and clerks en-
gaged as penmen - increased in number, especially in the towns.
New universities were created in several towns, and the number of
colleges increased, but there was no longer any original intellectual
work. Education had become stereotyped in textbooks dictated
by the masters to the pupils. The clergy were beginning to lose
the monopoly of teaching and writing. Among the laity, especially
at the courts of the princes, intellectual activity was stimulated
chiefly by the influence of women, the reading of works in the
vulgar tongue, the translation of the works of antiquity, and, to
a certain extent, too - though much less so than in Italy - through
the initiative of a few rich bourgeois.
Elementary education began to spread among the inhabitants
of the towns. The records make frequent mention of pious
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